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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

FOOD AID FOR AFGHANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Ms. MCKINNEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I know
the American people want to help the
suffering people of Afghanistan. And I
am sorry to say that we already stand
condemned by Medecins Sans
Frontieres for conducting nothing
more than a propaganda campaign re-
garding our food drops.

Our brave young men and women are
risking their lives to deliver this food,
and how will we be judged, however, by
this latest blunder?

I ask my colleagues to take a look at
this object and this object. To more
than just a casual observer, they might
even get mistaken for the same thing.
And that is what has got the U.S. mili-
tary quaking in their boots. Can one
imagine the horror if this object, a
cluster bomb, gets mistaken for this
object, a food packet? One is life and
the other one is death. The squarish
one is the food. The roundish one is a
cluster bomb. That is what the poor
starving people of Afghanistan must
now contend with.

The U.S. military is dropping little
notes to inform people not to pick up
this one, the cluster bomb, thinking it
is food because if they pick up this one,
which is the wrong one, they will get
blown to smithereens.

Is it not bad enough that our mili-
tary is dropping cluster bombs on Af-
ghanistan anyway? Well, it is really
bad because in the war in Kosovo, then-
Major General Ryan refused to allow
cluster bombs to be dropped because of
the civilian deaths associated with
cluster bombs, especially the children.
But now our Air Force Chief of Staff
Ryan refuses to issue such a directive,
it appears, as the U.S. comes under fire
from humanitarian organizations
around the world for dropping cluster
bombs on the people of Afghanistan.

I have written a letter to our Presi-
dent asking that we please refrain from
using cluster bombs. But a funny thing
about cluster bombs. They have little
bomblets that look like things; and so
when kids see them, they think they
are a toy or something.

Now, Afghanistan already has 10 mil-
lion landmines, and the unexploded

bomblets from the cluster bombs add
to that number. So now if the food
looks like this object, what will hungry
children do? But if the food looks like
this object and the bombs look like
this object, what would any hungry
person do? The military bets that they
are going to try to find something to
eat. And so the Pentagon is concerned
that people who are hungry for food
that looks like this object will confuse
it with bomblets that look like this ob-
ject. The Pentagon is now worried that
hungry Afghan people will try to eat
the bombs thinking that it is American
food.

So the Pentagon has sent messages
to the Afghan people. One message
says, ‘‘As you may have heard, the
Partnership of Nations is dropping yel-
low humanitarian daily rations. Al-
though it is unlikely, it is possible that
not every bomb will explode on impact.
These bombs are a yellow color and are
can-shaped.’’

Another Pentagon message is more
to the point. It says, ‘‘Please, please
exercise caution when approaching yel-
low unidentified objects in areas that
have been recently bombed.’’

Mr. Speaker, not only do innocent
Afghans have to worry about the
Taliban, not only do they have to
worry about landmines left over from
the last war, not only do they have to
worry about starving to death and the
approaching winter, now they have to
worry about bombs that look like food.
I think I have heard it all now, Mr.
Speaker.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

BIOTERRORIST ATTACKS AND
ANTIBIOTICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, we
in Congress cannot go home to our dis-
tricts and say we have taken the steps
necessary to prepare for future bioter-
rorist attacks unless and until we con-
front the issue of antibiotic resistance.
The links between antibiotic resistance
and bioterrorism are clear. Antibiotic
resistent strains of anthrax and other
microbes are among the most lethal of
biological weapons, and they are a re-
ality. There are published reports of an
anthrax strain engineered by Russian
scientists to resist the penicillin and
tetracycline classes of antibiotics. We
can only assume that anthrax and
other lethal agents will be engineered
to resist new antibiotics like Cipro.

Antibiotic resistance is significant in
other important ways. Overuse and

misuse of antibiotics will render most
microbes resistent to our current
stockpile of drugs, potentially leaving
the Nation poorly prepared in the
event of biological attacks. To some
extent this is a vicious cycle. Bioter-
rorist threats can lead to overuse of
current antibiotics, which in turn
render these antibiotics less effective
against the lethal agents used in bio-
terrorism.

b 1915
Look at Cipro, for example. Wide-

spread use of Cipro, a broad-spectrum
antibiotic, would kill bacteria that are
susceptible to Cipro. The bacteria that
are not killed will be those that evolve
resistance to Cipro. Those Cipro resist-
ant bacteria then flourish unchecked
unless an even stronger antibiotic is
available to kill them.

Many bacteria that cause severe
human illness are already resistant to
older antibiotics like penicillin. That
is one reason the drug of choice is often
one of the newer antibiotics like Cipro.
If the U.S. and the rest of the world
begin using Cipro indiscriminately,
then Cipro, that antibiotic, will lose its
effectiveness also.

To adequately prepare for a terrorist
attack, State and local health depart-
ments must be equipped to rapidly
identify and respond to antibiotic re-
sistant strains of anthrax and other le-
thal agents. And to ensure the contin-
ued efficacy of our antibiotic stockpile,
we must isolate emerging antibiotic re-
sistant pathogens, track antibiotic
overuse and misuse, and monitor the
effectiveness of existing treatments
over time.

Surveillance provides the data need-
ed to prioritize the research and the de-
velopment of new antibiotic treat-
ments. Drug resistant pathogens are a
growing threat to each of us as Ameri-
cans. Examples of important microbes
that are rapidly developing resistance
to available antimicrobials include the
bacteria that cause ear infections, that
cause pneumonia, that cause menin-
gitis, and skin and bone and lung and
blood stream infections. Importantly,
this list also includes food borne infec-
tions like salmonella.

The Nation’s food supply has been
identified as a potential vehicle for fu-
ture bioterrorist attacks. Experts
across the public health spectrum have
testified to the seriousness of anti-
biotic resistance. Congress should re-
spond appropriately and quickly to
these warnings before the threat of
what could be becomes what is.

Under last year’s Public Health
Threats and Emergencies Act spon-
sored by my colleagues, the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR) and
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK), Congress authorized a grant
program that equips State and local
health departments to identify and to
track antibiotic resistance. My friend,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
BOEHLERT), and I are requesting that
the Committee on Appropriations in-
clude at least $50 million for this grant
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program in the Homeland Security sup-
plemental appropriations bill, which
this body will take up later this week.

I urge Members on both sides of the
aisle to weigh in on this issue. Let the
appropriators know that funding this is
absolutely critical to our Nation. We
must help State and local health au-
thorities and State and local health
agencies combat antibiotic resistance.
Our ability to fight bioterrorism abso-
lutely depends on it.

f

AIRLINE SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PLATTS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, the
gentleman from Washington (Mr. INS-
LEE) is recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the minority leader.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, some of us
have come to the House floor tonight
on the subject we have been speaking
on for several weeks now, which is the
importance of passing not just a sham
airline security bill but a real solid, re-
sponsible, certain airline security bill
that will accomplish what the Amer-
ican people need, which is to have full
confidence that their airlines are safe.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the bill
that is going to be introduced tomor-
row or the next day falls short in sev-
eral very, very important respects. We
have had a long history in the last sev-
eral decades of having failures in air-
line security which manifested them-
selves on September 11. We think the
U.S. House cannot miss this oppor-
tunity tomorrow or Thursday to in fact
plug not just some, and not just the
easy holes to plug in airline security,
but the ones that are meaningful, and
to, in fact, plug all the holes in the net
we have in order to catch terrorist ac-
tivity. And we want to talk about some
of those tonight.

Let me start with one that in my
view is the most glaring hole in our
airline security system today, and that
is the stunning fact that I learned
about 3 weeks ago. When I heard this I
just about fell out of my chair. I was
receiving a security briefing at a major
airport in the western United States
and we were talking about all the re-
cent efforts and changes to try to make
sure passengers do not bring sharp ob-
jects into the passenger compartment
of the airplanes. I started asking ques-
tions about the checked baggage that
goes into the belly of an airplane, and
I asked where the equipment was to
screen the baggage that goes into the
belly of an airplane to make sure no-
body put a bomb on it. The people I
was talking to had this kind of sheep-
ish look on their faces and they said,
well, we do not do that all the time. I
thought they were sort of joking. But
it turns out they were not.

What I came to find out is that in
airports across this country 90 to 95
percent of all the bags that go into the
belly of an airplane have zero screening
for explosive devices, and I mean zero
screening. So nine out of 10 bags that

go in the belly of an airplane that we
are flying on with our loved ones are
not screened for any explosive devices.
That is a sad, pathetic state of affairs
that this House needs to change this
week with no ifs, ands or buts.

Now, the problem, Mr. Speaker, is
that although we have technology to
do this, and the good news is we have
technology that screens for explosive
devices very thoroughly, the fact of the
matter is that the bill that the major-
ity party is proposing for this week
does not have a certain requirement in
it that these bags be checked by a cer-
tain date. That is sad, and that needs
to change.

We believe that the U.S. House needs
to pass a law that requires 100 percent
of all the bags that go into the belly of
an airplane be screened for an explo-
sive device with the best technology
that we have. And we have some
darned good technology. We have ma-
chines today that have been in use for
several years, if the airline companies
will turn them on anyway, that can
find explosives with a high degree of
probability. We need to make sure
more of those machines are purchased.
We need to require those to be turned
on and put them in series so we can get
in our airplanes in a timely fashion
without bombs being in the baggage
compartments.

Tomorrow, Mr. Speaker, we will be
offering amendments, the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND), myself,
and the gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. SHAYS), a Republican, who has
been working on legislation to require
that 100 percent of these bags be
screened. We are very hopeful that the
majority party will allow our amend-
ment to be considered on the floor of
the House. It would be a shame if poli-
tics keeps this amendment from being
considered. We are very hopeful that
we can have a solid bipartisan vote in
this Chamber to make sure all these
bags get checked.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICK-
LAND), who has been a great leader in
advancing this issue.

Mr. STRICKLAND. I thank the gen-
tleman from Washington State for
yielding to me.

I think it is important for people to
understand why we have not been able
to bring a bill to the floor thus far, and
why it may be that our amendment to
require that all bags be checked will
not even get a vote on this floor. I
think the American people sometimes
do not fully understand that there are
certain rules and procedures that gov-
ern what happens in this House, and
those rules and procedures are domi-
nated by the majority party. And espe-
cially in terms of the amendment that
we are trying to get brought to this
floor, that is determined really by the
Committee on Rules.

We were just upstairs not more than
10 minutes ago asking the Committee
on Rules if we could bring our amend-
ment to the floor so that here in this

Chamber, comprised of all the rep-
resentatives of the people, 435 of us
from across this great United States,
that at least we would have an oppor-
tunity to cast a vote and to make a de-
cision regarding this vital public safety
matter.

It is, I think, true that most Ameri-
cans, in the past at least, when they
have gone and purchased a ticket for
air travel and placed themselves and
perhaps their families, their children
even on an airplane were assuming
that all the luggage that went into the
belly of that plane had been properly
screened for explosives. We now know
that that just simply does not happen.

We found out many years ago, about
13 years ago, when the plane exploded
over Lockerbie, Scotland, that a sim-
ple explosive device, perhaps placed in
a suitcase, if it is loaded into the belly
of an airplane, can literally destroy
that airplane. So many lives were lost
there. And the gentleman and I had an
opportunity just 2 or 3 weeks ago to
meet with two fathers who lost sons in
that Lockerbie explosion. So this is
something that is a matter of life and
death.

As I just said to the Committee on
Rules, what we decide on this issue
may determine whether or not at some
point in the future Americans will lose
their lives. The American traveling
public has a right to travel in condi-
tions that are as safe as we can make
them. And if we pass an airline secu-
rity bill this week that omits this vital
loophole, then the American public
will not be as safe as they have a right
to be.

I would like to share just a few words
from an editorial that appeared in the
Columbus Dispatch, the major news-
paper in Columbus, Ohio, which is the
capital of the great State of Ohio, and
this editorial pointed out the fact that
the Department of Transportation’s In-
spector General recently reported that
at 7 of the Nation’s 20 highest risk air-
ports there was no scanning of checked
baggage.

The editorial goes ahead to point out
that some time ago $441 million were
used to buy 164 of these high-tech bomb
detection machines that were to be
used in 50 of the most busy airports in
our country. The editorial then points
out that after this huge expenditure of
millions and millions of dollars, and
the actual purchasing of these ma-
chines, that they were not used. They
were just left in warehouses gathering
dust.

So what our amendment does, it has
a specific time line that will require
that this be done. And unless there is a
legislative requirement that it be done
in a reasonable period of time, a date
certain, I fear that it will never hap-
pen, and that at some point in the fu-
ture we will lose an airplane needlessly
because we have failed to take this ac-
tion.

b 1930
Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I think

that it is a necessity of the U.S. House

VerDate 13-OCT-2001 05:21 Oct 31, 2001 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K30OC7.087 pfrm01 PsN: H30PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-27T12:41:29-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




